In following out this principle of instruction, one of the natural consequences has been that students of education are beginning to know more of the individual abilities of children and are planning instruction to train them accordingly. In this movement the psychologists are leading the way and are providing much information that serves as a basis for more scientific treatment of children.
This information shows the wide range of abilities existing among children of the same class in spite of the fact that they have been so placed on the assumption that they were of the same ability. The It is true, however, that the majority of the 2.6 per cent are or will become permanently mentally arrested, and even some of the 13.8 per cent. Consequently the number of feebleminded children in the public schools is a problem of considerable proportions.
As a usual thing, the children of the latter group can profit from the instruction given in the regular class. Most of these children have the normal amount of mentality, but have fallen behind because of late entrance, poor attendance, ill health, etc. All that is needed to place them on their feet is a little individual instruction. That these children do profit by the instruction given to the normal child is shown in figure 2 .
At In the light of these facts, then, some such policy as the following seems advisable:
1. It is the duty of the public schools to study the problem presented by the child of low mentality so that the number of feebleminded children in the community can be known.
2. It is the duty of the public schools to provide that kind of instruction for these children which will make them self-supportng citizens if they can profit by it, and so long as the home gives its share of proper supervision.
3. It is the duty of the public schools to provide instruction for feebleminded children of school age in classes of not more than 15 children to a class.
4. It is the duty of the State to take charge of these children who are institutional cases after the public schools have exhausted their means of helping them.
By pursuing such a policy, many wards of the State would be trained to become self-supporting in a community where they are not brought in competition with the normal individual. Many of these people are passing through the hands of teachers today without their actual mental ability ever being known. The menace of the feebleminded reproducing themselves would be cut off at its source.
